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Dear Mr Webb,
PROPOSAL P1012 SEMI-DRIED TOMATOES & INGREDIENTS – TRACEABILITY & PROCESSING
The Administrative Assessment recommends the development of traceability and processing requirements for semi-dried tomatoes and for inclusion of these requirements into the Code in order to help prevent future contamination of semi-dried tomatoes with hepatitis A virus.

We note that, whilst there was a problem of contamination of semi-dried tomatoes in Victoria, FSANZ has not been able to confirm the source of the problem and whether the origin of the contamination was the tomatoes themselves or any ingredients used in the processing or formulation of the product.

It is also noted that, according to the CSIRO report circulated
 that a wide range of products have been recorded as being a source of hepatitis A infection (p.12).  In most cases the infection was discovered in restaurants, schools and hotels and in the majority of cases the source of the produce was an import.
The CSIRO report also goes on to say that all Australian factories (p.40):

· Have documented processes and accredited HACCP plans in place....

· Require process workers to report infectious diseases... wear clean protective outer garments including disposable gloves....

· Have cleaning schedules......

· Monitor and adjust concentrations of sanitisers

· Pack in retail or bulk packs...

· Have fully traceable systems in place to link source and quantities of tomatoes and ingredients to product batch, production line and distribution chain.
It would appear therefore, that regulation of the local product is unnecessary.  

Given the potential sources of Hep A infection beyond the local supply chain, any regulation of the chain is unlikely to be effective in reducing further outbreaks.

Given that Hepatitis A infection can occur across a wide range of produce types – as it is most often associated with poor hygiene – a more comprehensive approach based on an emphasis on good agricultural and manufacturing practice is called for, together with checks on imported sources of semi-dried tomatoes and ingredients – an AQIS matter.

NARGA does not support additional regulation in this matter, particularly as the form of regulation proposed will add to costs incurred by local producers whilst providing little guarantee that the problem of Hep A contamination will be reduced.
Please contact me should you need any further information.

Yours faithfully,

Ken Henrick
Chief Executive Officer
� Semi dried tomatoes and hepatitis A virus, CSIRO December 2009.





